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DiſlentersObjections 
CORUS Pn AYERS, 


And ſome other Parts of DIVINE SERVICE 
Preſcribed in the LITURGY of the 
CHURCHo ENGLAND. 


Believe all Conſidering Perſons are by this time ſenſible 
what advantage the Papiſts make of the Separation of 
lome Proteſtants from the Church of England. And the 
ill effects of it at preſent, and the worſe which we have 
reaſon to fear , are ſo very difcernable , that it may now be 
hoped the Conſideration hereof will ſomething abate thoſe 
Prejudices of Dilſenters againſt us, which we think have hi- 
therto hindred the Prevailing of our Reaſons. Though Pre- 
judice 1s hard to be remov'd, yet 'tis not impotiible. Several 
Ingenuous Perſons of that Perſtation have been reſewd from 
their Prejudices againſt our Communion, when the miſchief 


ot thele Diviſions was not fo apparent as *tis now. | truſt 
therefore, that at this time many 


TIN more will, and I pray God 
that all of them may {eriouſly and impartially bg = the 
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ds upon which they have kept up the Separation. Þ... 
pgcenr of that their Objections againſt our CG 
are not of that Conſequence, as to Juſtifie their torſaking $ 
and that themſelves would diſcern it, it they would conf A. 
our Anſwers with the ſame Meeknels and Charity wherewith 
we offer them. I have with great pleaſure read ſome ſhore 
Diſcourſes lately Publiſh that tend to this purpoſe, the Goog 
Spirit wherewith they are written ſceming to be a very likely 
means of conveying the Argument with all its advantage in. 
to the Minds of thoſe that ſhall take the pains to read them.Ang 
though I think that which hath been ſaid already, is enough 
to ſatisfie Judicious Men, yet by the perſuaſion of ſome Friends, 


I have taken upon me to Anſwer thoſe Particular ObjeQions 


againſt the Publick Service of God by the Book of Comm 
Prayer, which the Difſenters are ſaid to infiſt moſtupon. Tmuft 


confeſs, that I have always thought the Liturgy of the Church 


of England to be luch a truly Evangelical Form of Publick Hir- 
ſhip, that it would rather have invited Proteſtants to our Com: 
munion, than kept them from it. And I believe, if the Diſſen- 
ters would ſeriouſly read over that Sermon of Dr. Beverege, 
concerning the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the Common Prayer, 
they would go near to be of the ſame mind. And I hope ma- 
ny of them are ſo , excepting only as to thoſe Particulars 
wherein they are not fo well fatisfied : And therefore I ſhall 
endeavour, through God's affiſtance, to lay tome thingstogether, 
of which People of ordinary Capacities may make a Judgment, 
and which may afford reaſonable ſatisfaction tothoſe that Doubt, 


It is by ſome pretended, That the Confeſjzons of Sinin our uy 


turgy are 709 General, and that there are many Particular Sms 
which ought to have been Dif m&#l Conteſſed, of which there 
is no mention. 

Now I deſire thoſe that are of this Mind to conſider, that 
there is hardly any thing in Publick Worſhip which requires 
more Caution and Prudence in the ordering of it, than that 
Confeſſion of Sin which is to be made by the »bole Congreg® 
zi0n : It may be too Lye and General on the one fide, or if 
may be too Particular and Diſtint on the other. And it 1s not jo 
very eaſie to avoid both inconveniencies. The reaſon is,becaule 
it ſhould be framed as all may in good earneſt uſe it, notwit 
fanding the great Difference amongſt thoſe that are wm 


(3 
7 hem be- 
. » of the Church; the Sins of ſome of t 
on mnny aa, and greater in kind, and more heinouſly ag- 


; thers. > 
vated, than the Sins of otners 
There may be this Inconvenience 1N 2 Confeſſion very ſhort 


and General, t 


+ and ſelf.abaſement wherewith we ſhould always Con- 
yi, Gins to God. On the other hand, the Inconvenience 
of a very Particular and Diſt in Confeſfion of Sins will be this, 
That ſome Sins, with their Aggravations, may be Confeiſed 
:1 the Name of the whole Congregation, of which ic 38 by no 
means to be ſuppoſed that all are guilty 3 and then tiey who 
through the Grace of God have been kept irom them, cannot 
in good carneft make ſuch Confeflion. - 

Now 1 take it,that the Confeffions of Sin in the Daily and in 
the Communion Service, are fo Judiciouſly framed as to avoid 
both extreams : Since the Expreflions have thatlarge meaning as 
to take in the caſe of the beſt of the Congregation, who may in 
good earneſt uſe them, and thereby joyn their Confeftions with 
the reſt. And on the other ſide, though they are General. yet 
they are ſo affe&tionately amplified, that they may well ſerve 
to expreſs that Contrition which they ought to feel who la- 
bour under the Gonſcience of moſt heinous fins; and, if they 


come duly prepared, to excite a godly forrow for fin, and to 


exerciſe a que ſenſe of their own unworthinels of God's Mercy. 
AndI deſire thoſe who are made to believe otherwiſe,thar the 
would venture to uſe their own Judgment in this matter, and 
upon this occaſion {eriouſly to read over thoſe two Confeflinn« 
n our L:tu7gy ; the one, that which our daily Worſhip almolt 
begins with ; the other, in the Communion Office before the Abſe- 
Istion. And then let them judge impartially, as in the fear of 
God, if I have not ſaid the Truth. ; ; 
But, beſides this, the Confeflion of din, after the Miniſter has 
recited each of the Ten Commandment: » 15 not only General 
enough to take in all ſorts of Men ; bur it ſeems alſo to be 
particular 45 Can reaſonably be deſired in a Congreoation be 
cauſe it goes particularly through the Te Command Ln 
which it has been uſual to reduce the whole Duty of M ang Fee 
this Method of Confef kr A 0d 
rock NIeHton makes it eaſie for all that conſider 
own ways, and endeayour tounderſtang their own ſtate, 


T9 


hat takes in all, that it does not ſo well ſerve to. 
excite or to expreſs that due ſenſe of ſin, nor to exerciſe that- 
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mend the Matter, if they could prevail to have them as Pari: 
cular as they are wont to be inthe Prayers of ſome thatleparate 
from us. For befides that they Confeſs againit themlelves io 
many particular Sins as many fincere Chriftians cannot in good 
earneſt acknowledge themſelves to be, or ever to have been 
guilty of, there is this other great inconvenience in ſuch Con- 
feſtions, that groſs Hypocrites, and other Carnal Profeſſors, are 
very apt to go away with an opinion, that their caſe is 
good as that of the beſt; fince by theſe Confeſſions of Si, 
which deſcribe their own caſe perhaps truly enough, it ſnou 
{zem thar the reſt are no better than themſelves. We find 
needful to warn thoſe of our own Communion againſt ſuch 


like miſtakes, though they are not in ſo much dangerol falling 


into them. We are afraid leſt they that live in the Practices 
wilful Sins, ſhould think the better of themſelves, becauic ** 
do all conteſs that we have erred and ſtrayed from God's 9)" Vie 


left ſheep, and have followed too much the devices and deſires Jo 
ou 


% Ws oats 
(4) 
to confeſs every one of them to God, yet more particylan, ki 
known Offences in thought, word, or deed, againſt each C: , [ -- ON 
- mandment. 2 * | W 
Theſe things being well provided for, to find fault with th do 
part of our Service, ſeerns to argue want of Modeſty Jud fo 
ment in thoſe that do ſo. They ſeem to believe ours tobe un 5 
becauſe they believe themſelves could make a better, By i j 
for this and ſuch like reaſons, they think fit to break Comny, at 
nion with us, where will be an endot Diviſion and Separating? 1 
I hope none of our Brethren will ſay, that they are na 4, 1 
make a Confeſſion of their Sins in a way of expreflion thx ;, b 
poſlible to be mended ; leſt by this means they ſhould now 
make any Confeflion of Sin at all : Since it may till remain, w 
Queſtion, Whether :þ# had not been better leit out,or that x - 
ded,after the beſt care is taken. Ii a Form of Confefiion of Sys q 
were Compoled by the wiſeſt of them, I ſuppoſe he would f 
pretend no more than that itis ſo Compoled, that God'sPeoyþ b 
might ſafely and profitably uſe it. And this is that we my fi 
confidently ſay of the Confeſſions in our Litargy ; and if thi , 
be truly ſaid, it ought to end the Diſpute. 
And yet they who Obje& the Generalneſs of our Confel. 
fions againſt us, would nor find it an eaſe task to give us better ; 
and more unexceptionable. I may ſafely ſay, they would na | 


"2  —— X 
bi _ hearts, and have offended again#? the holy Laws of God, and 
Ms | pave Jeft undone thoſe things which 1 ought 10 have done,and have 
ome thoſe things which we ought nat to bave done, and that mant- 
ti fold jms and wickedneſs, in thought, word, and deed, have mot 
dg. rievouſly been committed by #6, again+t the Divine Majeſt }, where- 
nil; 3, we have provoked moſt juſtly his wrath and indignation againſt 
it, if ” Bat 'tis not hard for us to ſhew theſe Men, that all this 
Wo may be truly Confefled by the lincere and godly, as ell as by 
zons Hypocrites ; that though the Confeſſion does not mention a 
bn difference, yet it does not imply, that there is no differenc2 
at's between them, but after all, that theſe are in a ſtate of Impcnt- 
Wer rence and Damnation, while thoſe are in a ſtate of Salvation, 
_ who yet truly confeſs their Sins in the ſame General Words 
Fac with the reſt of the Congregation. Burt there 15 greater danger 
ons of this ſelf-flattery weare ſpeaking of,where the Common CGon- 
ould feſfion of Sins is fo very particuar as ſome would have ours to 
0Pk be. And though there is greater need of Caution againſt it in 
may ſuch places, yet the way of their Confeflion makes the Miſtake 
this more difficult co be prevented. 

Indeed we find in the Scripture Examples of Holy Men con- 
nfel. fefling ſuch Sins as themſelves were not guilty of. Thus did Fe- 
as remiah, Nehemiah, Ezra, &c. But this was upon Solemn Hu- 
not miliation for thoſe known and publick Idolatries of the Nation 
mw which had brought God's heavy Judgments upon them, or for 
a - Common and Scandalous Tranſgreffions afterward. They con- 
res 10 fidered themſelves as part of that Community which had 
goo o_ God to lend them into Captivity, _ therefore wit 
on _ their part in the Common Calamity with ſuch meekneſs, 
_ _ OT _ pogo _ with {uch TY , aSifthem- 
£5 ended as greatly in their own Perſon oy 
> j$35 Countrey-m . own Yerlons as their 
Y Sin, of d; hs pen Ela Freed rarpey Sage C1SARa gr cat deal 
nou dinary occaſions of Publick H "Nato age yoagley web A 
ind it are fit for the ordinar Service of God require, and thoſe that 
{ch ed Aﬀſemblics of the A ect od in the conſtant and ſta- 
alling But it ought wn | : 
ticeot lions of ag which hone INS: that thole par ticular Confeſ: 
ie We Properly the matter of th = an m our Liturgy are not 
— IX dal ter of that Publick Service we are 
ls any unto God in Religious Aſſemblies. b we offer 
of 0 Un which is necellary to be perf; us, Dur or hat Private Devg- 

= periormed in our Cloſets. And if 
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we could be perſuaded ſeriouſly to enter upon this W 


0 
Examining our ſelves impartially concerning thoſe Sjng 2 


we have more openly or ſecretly committed, and then to bum 
ble our ſelves before God for them, with particular Confeſſions 
and ſutable Prayer for his Grace and Pardon ; we ſhould then 
find our Aﬀe&ions prepared to comply with thoſemore Gmy, 
Confeſlions of Sin, which we make with the whole Congregy 
tion ; we ſhould then have lefs reaſon to complain, that thy: 
Conteffions are not apt to move us, becaule this way way 


' cure the deadnefs of our hearts, which commonly are moſt 


blame, when we find fault with the means that God hath yr, 
vided for us. 

To conclude this Matter, There 15 great need of Particyy 
Conf:fion of Sins in Religious Aſſemblies, but that of another 
fort than what IT have yet been ſpeaking of ; and that is the 
particular and humble Confefhon which every Scandalous Sin 
ner ought to make inthe Congregation, for the {atisfaction of 


the Church,and the declaration of a true Repentance. This isnat 


properly an A& of Worſhip, but of Diſcipline, but alas: almoſt loſt 
in this miſerably divided ſtate of the Church; a loſs never enough 
to be lamented | For fo it has fallen out, that by quarrelingfor 
a Reformation in things of an Indifferent Nature, that oughtto 
be left to the Prudence of Governours ; and the Communion 


of Chriſtians is broken, and the Spiritual Authority which Cir 


left in his Church is expoſed to Contempt, which is a Matteroi 
a thouſand tines more concern, then all the Objefions againl 
the Book of Common Prayer put together,though they wereascor: 
fiderable as our Adverlaries ſeem to believe they are. | 
The ſecond Obje&ion 1 ſhall take notice of, is that againi 


the ſhortneſs of the Colle&s, by reaſon of which it is pretended, 


that the Prayer is often ſuddenly broken off, and then begun 46 
And thisis thoughtnot fo agreeable to the Gravity werewith is 
Duty ought to be performed, nor lo likely a means of excing Re 
wverence and Devotion in the People, as one continued Form of Proj 


that might be as long as all thoſe put together. Now 8 ® 


twer to this, 1 ſay, 


1. That the meer ſhortneſi of a Prayer,is not to be found bs 
wita by any underſtanding Chriſtian ; ſince this would wo 
diſparage that Form of Prayer which our Lord taught 15 


all 


ciples, it being not much longer than moſt of our Collett», 
not fo long as ſome of them. & 


which | 
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>» That it will be hard to prove, That many of theſe Mort 
Prayers being offer d up unto God one immediately alter GE Be 
:- either not ſo Grave Or not fo Edifying, as One Continue Fr ins 
{ do not believe the difference to be lo great, as itis made by 
thoſe that do not approve our Way. For the Work of Praying 18 as 
much continued all the while, as if there w2re but one Contt- 
wed Form. Indeed, in the Book the Printed Prayer breaks oft 
{Omewhat often, and there 1s a diſtin&t10n made between the {e- 
veral Collets, by a New Title ſhewing the Matter of the Prayer, 
and by beginning a New Line. Bur [ hope our Brethren do 
"Ot Mean; that in this there is a defect of Gravity, or any hin- 
drance of Devotion and Edification. For the abruption of the 
Printed Forms is by no means an interruption of our Prayer; 
ſince we {till go on in Praying or in giving Thanks to God, 
and without breaking off, paſs from one Petition, or Matter of 
Invocation, to another, as immediately as if the Diftin& Forms 
we uſe together were all brought into the Compaſs of One. 

And as there is no Interruption of oar Praying, cauſed by the 
frequent beginning and ending of the Colle&s; ſo neither can 
this cauſe an Interruption of Attention in the People, which is 


ratherhelped by that frequency of ſaying Amen, which this way 


requires. Nor Can it be charged with a tendency to Interrupt 
that Devout Affection, and Godly Diſpoſition of Mind, whichis the 
belt thing in Prayer: But on the other hand, this may bes kept 
alive and more etteRually ſecured, by calling upon the Name of 
Gog, and plzadingthe Meritsof Chriff fo often as wedo. I know 
ſome have faid, this is done more irequently than is meet. But 
twould be a lamentable thing, ifthere ſhould be any difference 
about this Matter. When the Decence and Convenience of 

thing is conſidered, we ſhould attribute much tothe Wiſdom of 


Authority, and to the Jud 
: adgment of Prudent and 
luch as our firſt Reformers were, and great 8 Ds 


I» " - E- 

+; robo their time were allo, who thought chis manner 
would be of r, * Grave and Edifying. And I believe others 
upon har otra and, if they would not altogether dwell 
thoſe "pr Big woe againſt ol way ; but attend a little to 

4 by "+ » + + R,. . 

advantage and #23 WP rk ar it, and which diſcover the 
ae Wile and Humble Ky Wo pure ge 9 Fauky they that 
their Governours, O ail Men, much more to 
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Now the Invocation of God {omewhat Olten by his Apr 
butes, does of it ſelf tend to maintain in our Minds a Gs - 
ſenſe of his Majeſty and Preſence, which we all know i; of 
ceflary uſe to make us Pray unto him as we ought to gg ! 
make no queſtion but thoſe that have been blamed fox repea 
ing Lord, Lord, ſo very often in their Extempore Prayers, woul 
think themſelves ſomewhat hardly uſed, if they ſhould ng bo 
believed, in ſaying, that this was not for want of Matter, bs 
for the exciting of a reverentſenle of God's Authority in they, 
ſelves and others. And 1 think there is a little more reaſon why 
this Conſtruction ſhould be made of the frequent calling Updn 
God by his Name and Perfe&ions,in the Prayers of the Church 

In like manner the frequency of mentioning the Meri; and 
Mediation of Chri#, is profitable for the ſtrengthening of 
Faith and Aſſurance that-we thall be heard. And toPray ung 
God in the Name of Chrift being the molt diltinguiſhing Chu 
rater of our Chriſtian Devotion, This allo will juſtific our fi 
quent uſe of it. And the reafon is fo much the ſtronger, be 
cauſe this is one main thing that diltinguitheth us from the 
Church of Rome, which pretendeth the Mediation of the Virgn 
Mary, and the Angels, and the Departed Saints, as well asof 7 
ſas Chrift. Andit had not been fo agreeable to the Principkes i 
the Reformation, to have left the Name and Mediation of 
Chrif} out of the Concluſion of any of the Colleas, whentts 
Ghurch declared her deteftation of calling upon God in at 
other Name, but the Name of Chri5. This is all I ſhall fayv 
this Matter; and I hope enough is ſaid to remove the Preſs 
dice of all Sober and Underſtanding Perſons againſt the ſrt 

of the Colleds, and againſt the recital of the Name or Att: 
butes of God, and of the Name and Merits of Chri# in «9. 
one of them. 
The next Exception I ſhall take notice of, is that againll ' 
Repetition of the Lord's Prayer in the Offices of the Liturg), y 
of that Hymn, Glory be to the Father, and to the Som, and 
Holy Ghoſt, &c. and of that Petition, Lord, have mercy #9 ® 
and the like. + of 
Now I hope that they are but very few, and L heartily # 


they were none at all, that ſo little underſtand the Cir " 
hgion, as to diſapprove all nſe of theſe Forms in our WorlBIp: 


do not mean of the Lord's Prayer only, but of thok Aﬀectiont 


— 


i — 
tri. 9 ) 
rnd ; - 
f-ne. Petitions, Lord, have mercy upont #5, Chriſt, have mercy upon us, and 
KI of that excellent Doxology , Glory be to the Father, SC, which 
Peat- moreover contains a ſhort Confeflion of our Faith, in oppoliti- 
ould on to the Arians and S0cmians. Bat chat which is thougat too 
Ot he much, is, that theſe things are t00 often repeated, and that re- 
) bu ard enough 15 not had to that Rule of our Saviour, Wes ze 
them. Pray uſe not vain Repetii1ons- 
why But I hope nothing of this will appear upon farther Exanti- 
Updn nation. For by our Saviour's Caution againſt Vain Repetition, 
"rck + ems that there are ſome Repetitions which are zo wair, 
ts and and which therefore he doth not forbid. And this we muſt ne- 
f ur ceſſarily ſuppoſe, becauſe himſelt Praying in his 4gery, thrice 
y Une aſed the Game Petition, and that in the ſame Words. Now the 
o Cha: Vanity of this kind among the Hearhens which our Saviour would 
if fro have his Diſciples to avoid, ſeems to be that Repetition which 
7 be proceeds from the Aﬀectation of much ſpeaking in Prayer, or 
m tho trom a belief that God will not be moved to help us, unleſs We 
Virgn uſe many Words, or repeat the ſame thing over in a tedious 
of % manner. And thus the Prophets of Baal cried out from Morn- 
ples cl ing till Noon 3 O Baal, hear ts 5 O Baal, hear us We Are far 
Sor of enough, I hope, from ſuch kind of Repetitions. And ſincethe 
jen this are ſuch tedious Repetitions as theſe, which our Saviour boy 
in a7 calls Vain, Men ſhould have a care of calling thoſe Repetiti . 
fayt of Good Prayers and Praifes, Vain,which are nothin lik roſe : 
Prep: _— In — of a Publick Rule. WO ens 
nw 1never yet could find, that tl #2 
4* with this tault, have attempted mo ren hy urey 
—_— rence, by which we might diſtinguiſh Vain R arks of difte- 
thoſe that are not Vain, which I thi Sas. roger a 
. them to d Ic 1 rink their pretence obliged 
in{} tit to 00. But altho' the Gravity and Uſefulneſ > 
oy, =O our Service, which they make this oF mga of gg 1rd 
1 to itt well excuſe us from any farther Vindi jection againſt, might 
200 # lomething to this purpoſe, fort! {atk ons YE mall lay 
mR_ to be ſatisfied. EN ” atislaction ot thole that are 
ily ill conceive there are t! . | 
fio# uſing Repetitions in oy 0 Fo ng only to be regarded it 
"hg: be liable to the Ch ae - We * giving, that they may not 
don?" 1 That the Matter Repeated 6 | : 
Pati and that it be ſingularly very weighty and conſiderable, 
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reſpect I dare ſay there is no ſober Chriſtian but will grant 0 
Repetitions to be ſecured from Vanity. Such Petitions ac. Log 
have mercy upon us,deferve the putting torth of the whole fron + 
of our Deſi:es and AﬀeRions. And when we aſcribe G1,* 


du Glory to 
the Holy Trinity, we expreſs what we ought to make th 


e » 
all our Worſhip, and of all the Actions of our Lives, i 


fore theſe things will bear being Repeated, and the Repetition 
of them may be profitableHoth to excite and to expreſs the for. 


vour of our Minds. And I truſt we ſnail agree, thatif any: 
Form of Prayer will bear being uſed more than Once, when 
we Worſhip God, it is the Lord's Prajer. 

2. The ſecond thing required to ſecure Repetitions from Y.. 
nity, is, That they be famed with fudgment, both with 1- 


gard to the frequency, that they ao n% con? ver too often, and wii 


regard to the diſpoſal of them, that they come in fitly andrin gu 
place. 1 do not mean that this is fo very nice a thing, that thedif. 
ference of an hairs breadth, as we uſe to fay, will ſpoilail: For 
10- things of this Nature- there-is a Latitude in which Pruden 
Men may take their choice ; but only that this is to be done with 
diſcretion and choice, and with reſpect to the Ends for which 
Repetitions may. be uſeful. And I am perſuaded, that this alſo 
15 not wanting in our Liturgy. For I donot find, that this was 
ever Objected againſt the Repetitions we mean, that they are 
ordered injudicioufly, unleſs upon the only account of too much 
irequency. And yet the Lord's Prayer is but twice inthe Ocdina- 
Ty Service, and but once inevery other diftin& Office of Prayer 
or Thankſgiving. The Gloria Patri is uſed but once at our begin 
mng to Praile God with Spiritual Hymns, and once at the Con- 
cluſion of every Pſa/m, and of ſome of the Hymns, beſides one 
recital thereof in the Litany,when that is uſed. And as for thoſe 


ſhort Ejaciflations, Lord, have mercy upon us; Chrift, have mer) 
#pon ns ; the former is repeated but once in the Ordinary ver- 


Vice, and both but twice in the Litany. So that there 15 09 


{uch ground of Complaint as is preten-*-7, that there are many 
Reretitions in our Form of Wortiip, ach lets that thoſe are 
Vain which are there. AndI.do not ſee how they that charg 


our Common-Prajer Rook with Vain Repetitions upon theſe ac 


counts, can have areverent eſtezm of the 135 Pſalm, wheretor 
26 Verſes to32ther, His mercy endureth 
Eyery Verle. 


for ever, 8 repeated in 


There 


| Reaſon of their diſlike is this, That 


| Miniſter to be the Mouth of rh;« 


44 3 : 
; 54 DN ie * E- | 
There is indeed one thing more requiſite ps _— —_ a 
>titions of the ſame thing 11 caung upon God It Foyer 

Y 4n and that is, That our Defircs and \tections ſhould be rai- 
all, * hat: ip  s Es 

{:d to keep pace with our Expreiions. But tris bcJongsto u 
eake care of, And if we woula caucavour tD {tir up 1n our 


H : 2. reÞ i 
Glves that Z.cal and Devotion oi 14.art, WIC! ſhould anſwe 


that Appearance thereof which cheic an pyhomenge rnaes m_ 
would {atisfi us beyond all other Argument, tat the) Are NO 

Vain. To conclude this Matter, I defire tnoſe who do w_ yet. 
approve our Repetition of inc Lord's Prayer, and the otherihort 
Devotions, to conſider whether ir be ſo cafie to ſpend the time 1t. 


takes up mare profitably, than by joining 1n 2006 carnelt with. 


the Congregation in theie Prayers. 


In the next place, the RyZon{s!s of the Corrregation are Mat- 


ter of Offence to ſome Perſons: They do nor approve the 


Peoples ſaying the Confeſſion and the Lord's Prayer after the HMmiſter,. 


nor their alternate Reciting ſome Petitions in the Daily Service, With: 


the P[alms and Hymns, and leaſt of all do they approve that part 


which the Congregation bears in the Prayers of the Litany. | 
Now it were well, if they, who blame our Prayers upon this 

account, would confider what has often been ſaid to ſhew the 

Uſefulneſs of this Way. Namely, Tha it is apt to check a wan- 


dring Spirit, and to help and relicve Attention 5 and withal, that it. - 


. : J . - . 
tends to quirken a lively Forwardrueſs and Zeal in God's Service, 


whilft we mvuite and provoke one anether to Pray and to give 
Thanks. Theſe things we {ay not without ſome experience of 
their Truth, and we think they carry plain Realon along with. . 
them, a: 1 do not find that they have been Contradiced by 
the Laces of the Dillenting Party. It is true, they have decla- 


red tneir diſlike of this way, bur till without tak; I 'S h 
wat may be ſaid for it. In L have { IE NOEON 


4 


#5 appoinicd for the People in all Publick Services appertaming to God, 


and that the Scripture m 711 

akes the Mmiſter to be the Mout | 

Peopie to God ia Prayer. And C yy 

ſon in the firſt DIaCe. 
nd, Tr. If it were granted that the Scripture maketh the 


up $ vet this m1; . 
my : R, gh an mult by no means be fv Interpreted, as to make 
Prayer and Thankſgiving in Religious Aſſemblies vn. 


lavyfut. 


obſerved right, the main 
the Miniſter, as they ſay, 


theretore Iſhall Examine this Rea- 


People to God in Publick Wor- 
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= things are to be pronounced by him only. And 35 = 


C43) 
tawfulto the People. For then they muſt not declare their A\. 
ſent to the Prayers which the Miniſter utters, by ſaying 4, 


which yet the Scripture approves, and 1s not difapproved ac 


any of thoſe who Object our way againſt us. Nor mult it þs 


ſo taken, as if the People were to be excluded from a Vocy 
Part in Praiſing God by Hymns and Spiritual Songs. Por this a}. 
fo is warranted by Scripture, and feems to be confeſſed by our 
Diſfenting Brethren, whoallow the People to Sig Pſalms with 
the Minifter. : 

Now he that audibly ſays Amen to the Prayers of the Con- 
oregation, makes a ſhort Reſponſal tothe Miniſter : And moreo- 
ver, they that ſing Pſalms, in which thereare Pailages of Prayer, 
Confeflions, or Petitions, Containing matter of Invocation pro- 
per for ns, as the Pſalms often do, they pray Vocally. Sothat 
notwithſtanding what is pretended concerning the Miniſters 
being the Peoples Mouth to God, it ſhall {till be lawful forthe 
People, ſometimes to joyn Yocally in Prayer as well as in Praiſe, 
and not only by ſaying Amen, but by exprefiing the very words 
of Confeſſion or Petition. 

But 2ly. Where is it ſaid in Scripture, that the Miniſter # the 
Mouth of the People to God, or that no Prayer may be oftered up 
to God in Religions Aſſemblies, ctherwile than by the Mouth of 
the Miniſter ? | doubt theſe ſayings are grown {o familiar amongſt 
fome People, that they believe them to be the Words, or very 
near the Words of Scripture :; But there are no {auch ord: nor 
meaning in the Bible that I can find, or that they have found 
for us. It is not goodto pretend the Authority of Scripture for 
a Dodrine that is not to be met with there. 

It is true, that the Miniſter is the Mouth of the People to 
God in all thoſe Prayers which he utters for them, and becauſe 
theſe are many more than what the People themſelves utter, he 
may be ſaid to be their Mouth to God Comparatively, but not 
Abſolutely. It will be true alſo, that the Minifter is appointed for 
the People in all Publick Services appertaining to God, if this be ult- 
derſtood for the mo#? part, or of Al] with little exception. Some 
Publick Services there are which are incloſed in h:s Office, and 


he is appointed for them in behalf of the People ; that is, for 44- 


miniftring. the Sacrament, Abſolving the Penitent, and Bleſg the 
People. And therefore Prayers that immediatcly concern th 


re 


p ty and Dignity Ol 

t the Order of the Church, and the Authority _— £6 
as Miniſterial Fun&ion, — it fit gin gone jg pr Wh - 

tter 205} ever OL tNem 3 
gy every geek their part, he ſhould ever go before, _ "go 
them, and guide the whole performance : which 1s all ta 

e for in our Liturgie. i 

71 by be "ai the Diflenters do not utterly debar the Peo- 

le from all Vocal Prayer and Thankſgiving of their nos he 
God's Solemn Worſhip. And therefore it were great uy _ 
they ſhould keep at a diſtance from us upon Queſtions o : Fe 
Nature. And heartily intreat them to conſider , Whether t 7 
may not upon their own Principles Come up to the Rules an 
Cuſtoms of our Church in this thing ? 


x. If they grant the Peoples intereſt 1n Vocal Praiſe,let them 


conſider whether they have reaſon to Condemn the Peoples 
bearing a part in any of the Hymms and Pſalms by alternate Re- 
{ponſes. For the plain End of reciting thoſe Pſalms in the Gon- 
gregation, is to Praiie and Magnifie God's Name, and to ex- 
cite in our Hearts ſuch like devout Aſections in doing ſo, as 
thoſe Holy Men felt in themſelves, who were atliſted by God's 
Spirit in Compoſing them. And therefore the Diflenters are 
not obliged to demand that the People be ſilent all this while. 
I have heard ſome of them ſay, that if theſe P/alms and Hymms 
were Sung, the Congregation might then challenge to put in 


their Voices with the Miniſter. But when they are read, as 


they generally are in our Parifh-Churches, they ſay this oughe 


to be the Work of the Miniſter only. But I cannot ſee why 
ſinging or not ſinging ſhould make fuch a Difference. I grant + 


It were better it they were every where ſung, becauſe this is 
more ſuitable to the Deſign of Pſalms, than bare receting 1s. But 
it they be not ſung (which is cultomarily omitted in Pariſ}- 
Ciurches, tor want of skill, as I conceive) the next uſe of 
them that is molt agreeable to their Nature and Deſign, is not 
that the Miniſter ſhould read all, as he does other parts of the 
Scripture ; but that the People ſhould recite the Pſalms and other 
Godly Hymns, with the Miniſter by way of Anſwering mm turns 
en the Cuſtom is with us, more or lek in moſt Places. For when 
bn e People rife up to do this in order to the Solenn praiſing of 
ow, Forge * Nearer to Inging, wherein the People are 
* bear a part in God's Vocal Praiſe, than the Mini: 
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( 14 ) 
ters reciting all himſelf, and ſhurting out the People from 2ny 
part thereof. == ; 

Bat it is Objeced particularly againit the Feciting of ms 
Verſe of the Pſalms by the Minifier, and anottcy Dy the Peg. 
ple, that the Peoples Verſe is in a Manner lolt to !oMe of the 
Congregation, fince it the confuſed murmur of j9 nony Voices yg. 


thing can be diſtin{tly heard. 
Now if our Brethren ſhould adnit of what has been alreagy 


{aid in Vindication of theſe Reſponſais ; I hope this Object), 
will not be infited t20n. 1 grant, that Which 1s uttered in 
the Congregztion ought to be underſtood. But then thoſe Verſes 
of the P/a/ms which are uttered by the Congregation may he 
well enough underſtcoc by every one that has a Book, or who 
is acquainted competently well with the P/aizzs themſelves, ] 


need not ſay mwci in anſwer to this Objection, becauſe ir 


may be removed by eve:y one that makes it, it he can read, 
and will bring 2 Pook along with him. And as tor thole that 


cannot, I mutt needs ſay, that it is not fo hard as is pretended 
for them alſo to take thoije Verſes which are uttered by thoſe 


that arenear them, ifthey will caretully attend. And I hare 
been credibly informed, that ſome devout People that conld 
never read, have attained to an ability of reciting moſt of the 
Pſalms without Book, by often hearing them in thoſe Chur- 
ches where they are alternately recited ; which ſhews that the 
Murmur is not fo confuſed, but that the Words may be heaid 


- diſtintly enough to be underſtood, if one has a mind to it, 


And then they that cannot read may by this means be more 
quickned, than otherwiſe they would be, to learn to read 
howevertoattend, and to learn the Pſalms without Book, that 
they allo may bear their part Yocally with the Congregation in 
God's Prailes. 
I ſhall add, That for the moſt part the Pſalms are recited 
in thoſe Churches only, where ir may be realon- 
ably preſumed that the whole Congregation can read, very 
few excepted. For by the way, this method of reading the 
Pſalms is not Commanded, but every Pariih-Church is lelt at 
liberty to obſerve her own Cuftom about it. In the Country 
Pariſhes the Miniſter generally recites all, ( which way I 40 
not think fo convenient as that of Reſponſals, for the Reaſon 1 
gave before ) But there ought to be no Breach amongſt Sl 


he > oe YW» 


( 15 ) | 

tout things of this Nature, 1n which one way may perhaps a 
-nore convenient in one reſpect, and the contrary more conye- 
'nient in another 3 and then we ſhould not altogether dwell up 
In Conſiderations that favour our own OpINon, but attend al- 
{> to thoſe that may be offered ior another, and put the be!z 
conftruction upon it, eſpecially in favour of a Pablick Rule, 
or a received Cuſtom. "This 15 more Chriſtian-like, and will de 
more for the honour of Religion, and the good of other Mens 
Souls, and for our own Comfort at laſt, than to Itrain' our ut- 
moſt Wit to find faults with, and to aggravate Inconvemen- 
ces againſt the Laws or Uſages ot the Church where we hve. 
This that I am now ſpeaking of, is not a Law impoſed on all 
the Churches of our National Communion, but a Cuſtom of 
{ome of them, which I thought good to defend, that they who 
think not fo highly well of ir as I do, may not yet break Com- 
munion with thoſe that uſe it. And Ihope our Brethren, who 
grant the People are not to be excluded from Vocal Praiſe, 
will conſider that there is no inconvenience in uttering the 
Pſalms by Reſponſals, but that which is pretended concerning 
the difficulty to underſtand what is faid : And that there is ve- 
ry little reaſon tor thispretence, ſeeing the Pſalms are the moſt 
known parts in the Bible, and that if thoſe few who cannot 
read, will be careful, they may reap great benefit by attend- 
ing to the Congregation, as fome have done, till themſelves 
have _ able to recite the Pſalms. 

2. It tney grant it Lawful and Expedient, that the S 
ſhould joyn in Vocal Praiſe ; I eos ſee how they LEY _ 
pute the lawiulneſs or expedience of their joyning with th 
Miniſter ſometimes in Vocal Prayer. It 11 \ Baſu Tam 
ow a Beaton we ht . ayer, 1t will not be eaſie to 
Ne” V To - {arg y this ſhould be diſallowed; if that be allow- 
Scripture Grow a Re wy po wk mobi wogpataryen 

r tne otherzit ſeemsto be agood an- 


Fre bs 
TOON there i5fuch a parity of reaſon,as that theexp:eſs warrant 
cripture tor one, is an implied Warrant for the other : Un 


les a Man will {a eb; 
lt lay, that Nothing mu5t be done i WY 
for whichthere is not expreſs and particalar Pen gk — 


a M Ee, 
he "7 eane ay when be t5 —_— a way of Worſhip which 
. '&t NC WHI not lay it, wh ? 
his Own #:# res og y It, WAacn he COmes to def = 
ſometime: of OY 4O06Ipie that no Man will ftand by _ h 
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(16) 
Scripture does not pretend to give us a perfect account of the 
Order and Manner of the Solkemn Worſhip of God either jv 
tne SYNAagog nes of the FeWws, OT Ml the Churches of Chriſt; ans. « 


nor to preſcribe a Form for the Service of God by the 


Church in after times. Several things were done in the Rej.. 


giow Aſſemblies of Chriſtians firlt of all, that were peculiar to 
the extraordinary effuſion of the Spirit in thole times, and {. 
veral that were fitenough for the conduct of God's Service when 
Miracles ſhould ceaſe ; and of both forts ſore are intimated in 


St. Paul's two Epiſtles to the Corimthians 3 but no Man that un. 


derftands theſe things will ſay, that they are all intimated there, 
or any where elſe in the New Teſtament. And therefore it 
does not follow that they did not obſerve in their Worſhip, this 
or that Cuſtom ; from hence, that we do not find it written 
that they obſerved it. We do not read that the Lords Prayer 
was uſed in the time of the Apoſtles; but I ſuppoſe they are 
very few who will therefore make a queſtion whether it was 
uſed or not. We are able to ſhew that the Peoples joyning in 
Vocal Prayer with the Minifter was very anciently pradtiled, 
In imitation of the way of the Chriſtians, Ful:an the Apoſate 
Nor Sat. 0 appointed a Form of Prayer tor the Heathen, to be 

* ** ereited in Parts; which ſhews that this was a 
known Cuſtom of the Church in thoſe days, and that it had 
been generally practiſed before. And if this was the Primr 
tive way, it is more probable that it was the way in the 4ps 
ſftles time, than thatit was not. But of this let every oneJudge 
as he ſees cauſe. This is certain, That the Apoſtles leit the 


Governours of the Church under the Obligation of ordering . 


the Service of God according to General Rules, and preſcrib- 
ed that all things ſhould be done Decently and in Order, and 
to Edification. And I donot think that our Brethren will ere 
be able to ſhew, that this Practiſe which they except againf!, 
15 not agreeable to ſuch general Rules ; which yet they ought 
to do yery fully and plainly, to excuſe their Noncontormtty: 
That which is moſt urged, is, That the People ſpeaking © 
God in the Church is Diſerderly, and a breaking in upon ene 
Miniſters Office. But will they ſay that the Children of Jrai 
intrenched upon the Prieft, when they all bowed themſelves 4 
on the Pavement, and Worſhipped the Lord, and Praiſed him, ja 


rg, For he xs good, for his mercy endureth for ever, 2 G03 7: ; 
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£ FHP | Order is in this 
| dy obſerved, That Ecclelialtical Wract is 1 thi 
ren pn by the Miniſters Preſiding 1N Gods Publick Wor- 


ſhip, and guiding the whole performance of 1t 


But not to allow the People to make an audible Confeſſion of 
Sin after the Miniſter, nor to «ter ſome few aff ettonate Petitions, 
and thoſe very ſhort, to which they are alſo mvited and led by 
him ; this rather ſeems to favour of an affecation of undue 
ſuperiority over the People, than to proceed from any tear, 
leſt by this means they ſhould be incouraged to invade the Mint- 
ferial Office. I believe the Laity of our Communion have as 
Reverend an eſteem of the Sacred Function as their Neigh- 
bours, and to raiſe the Compariſon no higher, have ſhewn 


themſelves ever ſince the Reformation, as much afraid to u-. 


ſary the proper Offices of the Clergie , as thoſe that have 
bon ors Toy ; wa the Communion of the Church, and 
have been taught that they muſt not ſay a word in Publick 
Prayer, but Amen. We ſhould not think that we endanger our 
Order, and the reſpect that is due to it, if we do not arrogate 
more to our ſelves than is meet. It has been one great tault of 
the Church of Rome to advance the Prie# unreaſonably above 
the People, in the Adminiſtration of Holy Things. The Dif- 
ſenting Miniſters may be a little guilty of this, though ina par- 
ticular wherein that Church is not guilty of it. They ſeem to 
make too little account of the Flock of Chri#t, in Condemning 
our Church, ior permitting and requiring the People to offer 
up thoſe Petitions to Gad with their own Mouths, which are 
appointed for them in the Liturgie. The Minifter aſſuming 
the whole to himſelf, does not indeed make him much greater 
in the Church than he is, bur they that obſtinately deny any 
part of it to the People, do make them of much lower and 
rmeaner Condition in the Church than they ought to be. And it 
15 ſomething ſtrange, that thoſe very Perſons who Contend for 


the Intereſt of the Laity in ſome buſineſs in Religious Aſſemblies 


that more nearly touches upon Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 
2008 oving up of a few Petitions to God, ſhould he { 
ing to allow them this. They affirm that the People haye : 
r1ght to be heard before Biſhops, Presbyters, and | Us ang Tg 


dained, and as ſeveral of them contend to interpole alſo in all 


Acts of Diſcipline : and yet they d : *, 
bear any part in the Privers o not think them qualified to 


of the Congregation, unleſs by 
(2 | {ay- 
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(18) 
ſaying Amen to what the Miniſter utters. Theſe things 


ſeem to hang well togetner. And I am per{waded our 
has ordered this Matter with more Judgment and In 


en ——r a —_—_— .-— 
—— —_ = 


GO nat 
Church 


Partrali 


in afligning to the People their Intereſt both in Aas of ww 


ſpip and Dijcipline, within {luch Rules and Limits that the Clergy 
and Laity may know what their proper place and buſineſs 7, 
all Eccleſiaſtical A ſſemblies. 

E have heard ſome Object againlt the Peoples uttering Pray. 
ers and Praiſes in the Congregation, that it is Forbidden Wm, 
to ſpeak in the Church. But this 15 {trangely milapplied-to the 
Matter in hand. For it is plain, that the ſpeaking mentioned 
by the Apoſtle, ſignifies nothing but Prophecying, Interpreting, 
Preaching, or InſtruSing ; and that the reaſon why he will no: 
allow this to the Woman, is becauſe Preaching is an A# that 


implies Authority, whereas the Woman's part is Obedience and 


Subje&tion. They that will read the whole Chapter, will find 


That this 15 the true meaning of St. Paul. And indeed the place 


it ſelf ſufficiently ſhews ir, which I ſhall therefore fer down, 
Let your. Women keep ſilence in the Churches, for it 1s not permitted 
anto them to ſpeak, but they are Commanded to ve under Obedience, 
as alſo the Law ſaith. And if they will learn any thing, Jet them 
ack their Husbands at home, for it i a ſhame for a Woman to ſpeak 
in the Church, 1x Cor. 14. 34, 35. TheSubje&of this Diſcourſe 
is briefly expreſt in the 39th Verſe, Brethren covet to propheſie 
and forbid not to ſpeak with tongues. Now the reaſon given why 
the Woman is not to ſpeak, viz. Becauſe ſhe is to be under 0- 
bedience, does plainly reſtrain that Speaking to Prophecying, and 
the like, which is moreover the only fort of Speaking that is di- 
{courſed of in this place. 

I know no particular Exception under this Head which re- 
mains to be ſpoken to, unleſs it be, that the People are ſaid to 
utter the Words of Invocation in the Litany for the mo#t part, the 
Miniſter all the while ſuggeſting the Matter of it to them. But 


this Objeftion will be of no force, if whatT have ſaid concern- 


ing the lawfulneſs of allowing the People an Intereſt in Yeca! 
Prazer be admitted ; unleſs the Obje&tion be this, That they 
are allowed to bear too conſiderable a part in that Prayer, and 
ſomewhat to the diſparagement of the Miniſters Office. And 
then I anſwer, That, upon Reaſons which I ſhall preſently offer, 
it ſeems to me to be otherwiſe. 1 ſhall only premile,that I am 


really 


(19) 
really troubled for their ſakes who put us upon this Defence, 
hat in Matters of Prudence and Expedience, wherein there 15 2 


conſiderable latirude to order them well enough, that 1n theſe 


 « | lay, they ſeem to yield fo very little to the Authority 
 folgion of their Governors I do not think 1t hard to 
make out the Prudence of theſe Determinations fo much difhi- 
red: This is not the thing I am troubled at. But I think it 
»1rd that a Publick Rule ſhonld not be thought reaſon enough 
to juſtific things of this ſort, and to oblige the People to com- 
pliance without more adoe. I am ſorry that our Ditſenting Bre- 
*hren do not conſider that it is ſome diminution to their Mode- 
ſy and Humility, to challenge , as in effet they do, a nice 
and punctual account of the prudence of the publick Orders of 
this Church, beforethey will ſubmit to 'em in Practice. Now 
As to the Objection before us. The Peoples Vocal Part in the 
Litany ſeems to be no diſparagement at all tothe Minſters Ot- 
fice upon theſe accounts. : 

1. Although the Formal Words, of Good Lord deliver as, and 
IWe beſeech thee to hear us good Lord, be uttered by the People ; 
yet it mult be acknowledged that this 1s but part of the Prayer 
of the Litany, that which the Minitters atters bzing the orher 
part and the far greater part. | | | 

2. That the Words of Prajer are begun by the Miniiter, not 
only in: the Invocation of the Holy Trinity firſt of all ; but in 
that Prayer Remember not Lord our Offences, and Spare zs good 


Lord, and We beſeech thee O Lord God, &c. So that the Mini- 
ter does utter the Formal Words of Prayer, and the. People 


take them all afterward from him, exce 
of that Petition, Good Lord deliver 2, 


3- they are but theſe two ſhort and known Petitions, Good 


Lord deliver us, and We beſeech thee to hear us Good Tod , Upon 


the uttering of which by th | 
S utt W y the People the weight of th - 
—_ pave ; - it my Noi allow the People ETY w 
rayer, L know not what Petition - 
per for them than ſuch as theſe. As for the "ane Sager pA 


there is this re: : (2a 
15 this reaſon for it , that there is till new and Gifting 


Matter to which the 

| y are applied. And I will 

ON the repeated application of them is a _ anda olga 

9 and minding the buſineſs we are about, and 
&5 tO Keep up an affetionate and arden: fr 


pting only the. Words 


| lay, 
relief to atten- 
evidently con- 


ian 


ame of Heart, 
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3n deſiring thoſe weighty things we ask of God in this Pr, 
ge ” n A dels the keeneſt of our Adverfaries, f E 
Petition, Good Lord deliver us, were applied but once in proſe 
5 THEE to the Deprecations and Supplications of that part of the Litam 
; 15 which it belongs, whether we ſhould not be more APt to ls 
Z Fr T4 our attention fall, and to forget tne meaning, and to languiſ 
R -! Bp in the offering up of thole Prayers, than as it is now ordersg 

But 
ny I think it is plain, that in offering up theſe Prayers to Gol 
the Miniſter has the Princtpal and Guiding part, 1n that he y. 
| ters all the diſtin Matter of the Prayer, which the People 
= I not, whereas he utters Words of Invocation as well as th | 
= 4b And now I deſire our Brethren to conſider, whether if ti; 
: F | People were to utter that which is the Miniſters part now ; 
Tis andthe Miniſter to ſay that only which is theirs, they woul 
W10 not have more grievonſly complained that the Miniſters Ay. 
| thority was flighted in the whole deſign, fince he ſeemed on 
E ral dl ly to learn from the People what the Congregation was to pray 
i 1 for. | 

| | X It is of great Conſequence with what Mind we come to 
Uo en 1” confider any thing if with prejudice and diſlike, we are then 
Ot OM ready to turn all that is reaſonably produced in favour for it, 
: il | into an argument of diſtaſte ; and that ſeems unreafonabl; 
| | | with the quite contrary, to which we {ſhould have been more 
HITTE diſpleas'd if this had been inſtead of the other. Bur ſurely we | 
: | may judge of theſe things with Impartiality , and if need be With 
Candor, as we ought to do. Andif the difficulty of doing lob: 
| | . ſeen in the frequency of doing the contrary, even among 
= Wa oh Men otherwiſe good, we have the greater need to intreat 6 
10 God to enlighten our Underſtandings, and to reſcue us iron 
Prejudices and Paſſtons in the Judgment we make of all thing 
of this nature. I do not intimate this any way in affecartion 
of ſeeming not to need this exhortation my felt; bnt _ 
bring my own frailty, I do hereupon admoniſh my ſelf as wel 
as others. In the mean time, if there be any Bials upon 
s Jadgment in that efteem, I declare my ſelf to have of che "ey 

Sf: s ers of the Church ; I mult confeſs that I believe my felt © 


dab avoe. 124 Bev 
YY 1/3 a SUL 


nN 


byatsd on the right hand. For I take it to be much ml dio 
E | the ſafety of my own Soul, as well as the ſecurity of the _ 
E | Peace, that I ſhould be inclined rather co Judge too favour / 
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7 e them b PORE E- 

bo Vick Rules, than to value them D watt 1 He B 
Jer, ob kioſk But 1 muſt confeſs, That of all the Prayers 1 |." ih, © 
E : fit] els BB 

> $f our Liturgie that are of Humane Compotition, I ſhould be molt Tt 
$0, " lling to part with the Litany as 1t NOW ſtands there. It 0-070 
"7 to one 4 1 d be 4 Form of Prayer apc WO 2 WM 
0 {ems to be, what it was deſigned tO Do, P ME 
" © excite our molt intenſe and fervent deſires of God's Grace and 088 
ered Mercy. Whileſt the Miniſter leads the People to | gin _ hl B 
| oſs ſeveral Sins and Evils which a Chriſtian 15 MoIt CONCerne i þ bh T 
Tod to be afraid of, and at the end of every convenient Period, the WE: 
bm Congregation with one voice Cr1C5 Out, Good Lord deliver 6 3 Lk, By 
2 <& while the Miniſter leads them to pray for all choſe particular 4 [ih Z 
they Bleflings which ought to be molt dear to a Chriſtian, and the 1 F 
the whole Congregation with one VOICE Cr1Es Out, Ie beſeech thee to vi E 
We - Lear us Good Lord. Theſe Prayers ſeem to be oftered with 14 
- o __ 73d 

ould fach affeRion, as I am not well able to expreſs by any ordina- ink B 
1s ry inſtance : In offering them we ſeem to be as paſlionately 1 B 
on. concerned as a Malefator upoa his Knees, that begs his own 4p Y 
pray Life The whole Office is framed with reſpe&t both to mat- ike B 
ter and contrivance, for the raiſing of the utmoſt Devotion of j Wh B 

b” ood Chriſtians, and for the warming of the coldeſt hearts by 0 B 
FR the heat of the Congregation. And in ſuch a diſpoſition it is 30g 
_h then moſt fit to expreſs our Charity, by praying tor others, e- {1,2 B 
abs ven all ſorts of Men, as diſtintly and particularly as Publick ; j S 
| } _ 5 5 | F010 : 
<a Prayers will bear. And this the fulneis of.this Prayer doth ad- Ri 
=_ mirably provide for, as no Man will deny, who conſiders it il IF 2 
wh ror averſion and prejudice againſt it ; which I pray God wo, I E 
"AV ever all well meaning People from, that they may not de+- { Ho - 
of prive themſelves of ſo great a benefit. WH 
ir of © ſhall fay no more concerning this Matter of the Peoples 1TH; = 
” IS A - (HENS. AS: -- 
"SR oyning in Yoo "= er and Praiſe. And indeed the Reaſon (1121, 8 
ling ward, _ we vx long upon an Anſwer to this ObjeQion, is, i, jy B 
1100 F5 ia ave OD erved, that ſome bone#7 perſons are Very Con- abt; 
ent: ndent, that in this thing, at leaft, our 7.; : | i, 0; 
| And I hope 4 UT, our £4rgy 15 to be blamed. BE TNE-- 
well Probl os OK nath been ſaid will to ſach perſons give rea ; My S 
F C latiSlaction, that for this thing it 5 : |þ10 
Mm D or tis thing 1 | ib 
Rs mended. Bur been 15 thing it 15 rather to be com- 18 B 
[aj nine ror hag Warp ue upon this occaſion the part of the Con- it B 
obe + n tne Lizany was laſt mentioned : I ſhall now 1h B 
. riefly to { ps : all now ſpeak ; 1t' $ 
2 FOT F ome other Objections 492] þ . 11074 
ropes tangy" made. . 5 agaiat the Litany which are WA: - 
he firſt of _ | 1074; BW 

ably Q theſe 55.--1Nad1 bh #3: WW 
p C 15, That we pray to be delivered from all ' ih 
dead- 06 B 

1h B 
un Nt) Ol. 
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(42) 
deadly fin, which ſeems to imply that there are ſome Sins wi; h 
are not deadly. | | F 

Now in anſwer to this, itis by ſometruly enough laid, That 
theſe Words do not neceſſarily imply a diſtin&tion between 


Sins that are, and Sins that are not deadly. But admittin that 


- ſach a diſtinRtion was intended 3 yet I think no underftangin 


Chriſtian has reaſon to be offended with it. By Deadly $jx . 
ProteſFant means all ſuch Sin as puts a Man out of a ſtate of p,. 
vourwith God.But all Sins are not thus Deadly. For in many thing, 
we offr- 4 all, and as for thoſe Sins which the Regenerate con. 
mit .ough Humane Frailty only, they are not thereby yy 
into « ſtate of Damnation. And though all Sin be in its owg 
Nature Deadly or Damnable ; yet through the Mercy of Ga 
and the Merits of Chriſt, Sins of meer Inficmity are not impu- 
ted to true Believers; and therefore not Deadly to them. By 
there are ſome Sins {o heinous, that he who Commits then 
thereby putinto a Damnable ſtate, and will he recovers himſelf 
by true Repentance, and actual Reformation, he cannot upon 
any good ground promiſe to himſelf that the wrath of God dee; 
not abide upon him. And tis of ſuch Sins as theſe that this pal 
{age 15 to be underitood, as appears by Deadly Sin, being ad- 
ded to Fornication. From Fornication and all other Deadly Sin, 
Good Lord deliver us. So that this Petition ſeems to be of the 
{ame Nature with that of the Pſalmifft. Keep back thy Servait 
alſo from preſumptuons Sins, let not them have dominion over mt, 
then ſhall I be upright, and T ſhall be innocent from the great Tran; 
greſſion, Plal. 19. 13. Whereas therefore theſe Words oi the 
Litany ſeem to ſuppoſe that ſome Sins are not Deadly, we ſhould 
be very unjuſt to make ſuch a Conftrucion of them, as if they 
implied that ſome Sins are 7 their own nature Venial, and lo ſlight, 
that they will be forgiven without any conſideration ; for as | 
have ſhewn, we may hold that diſtin&tion which the Wort 
ſuppole, and yet retain that Proteſtant Doctrine, that no 91015. 


forgiven, but through the , Mercy of God, and the Meri and 
Mediation of Chrift, 


Again, ſome are offended with our praying againſt Suduet 
Death. 

But why ſhould we not by Sudden Death underſtand 
being taken out of this World, when we are not fit to 0c? 
For tometimes a thing is ſaid to bs Sudden to us when we Ve 


— «+ 
70% 


(23) EE 
not prepared for it. Ang in this ſenſe can any $000 Chriſt 1an 


1 It Sudden Death 
- + I: with the Petition? But ſuppoſe, that by ne ath 
A what is commorily underf{tood by it, that 15, 2 Death 


of which a Man has not the leaſt warning by Sickneſs : Are 


afons why even good Men may deſire not to die ſud- 
ty > way they fon ohen they find themſelves draw1ng t0- 
wards their end, by their good Inſtructions and NET 
make impreffion upon their Friends, Compamions, and = - 
ons, to the bettering of them May not their Countels be 
more effectual with them than ever they were before ? And 15 1t 


notreaſonable to believe they will be ſo? As for themſelves,may 
not the warning they have of approaching Death, be improved 


to make them more fit to die than they were in their perfect 
Health 2 Ina Word, he that thinks himſelf to have {ufliciently 

erfeted holineſs in the fear of God, and not to ſtand in need of 
thoſe Ads of Selfexamination, Humiliation, and Devotion, by 
which good Men improve the warnings of Death, which mortal 
Sickneſs or extream Age gives. them, let him fuſpend his Act, 
and refuſe to joyn with us, when we pray God to deliver zs 
from ſudden Death, 

There is yet another Objection which I ſhould not have na- 
med, but that foine of the Diſſenters, who ſeem to underſtand 
very little of Religion by making it, have itofrenin their Mouths. 
That is, when we pray to be delivered by the Myſtery of Chriſt's 
Holy Incarnation, &C. by his Agony and bloudy Sweat, by his Croſs and 
Paſſion, 8&C. and by the coming of the Holy Gho# : They lay, ſome 
or chem, that this is Swearmg, ſome that it is Conjuring, and 1 
know not what, For which ſayings, favouring of great pro- 
phaneneſs, they ought to be leverely rebuked ; and that is all 
the Anſwer they ſhould have, were it not that ſome of them 
was be grolly rn ol the true Senſe of theſe Petitions. 

nc mheretore I lay, that they might ealtly ſuppoſe, if 
OOO» MY, O00 ppole, it they 
ris givetheir Minds toit,that we pray to be delivered through 
on - Efficacy of Chriſt's Incarnation and Paſſion, &c. And 
yet [ do not take this to be the principal meaning, or that which 
was intended. For I conceive that to be: this” hat wl 
lay, By the Myſtery of 1/ : | Us, that when we 

Jo. yjtery of thy Holy Incarnation, and by thy Croſs and 
P afſion, QC. Good Lord deliver ws; we j ; 4 - 

OS 14 aenver 25 5 WE lmplore Chriſt. who has 
arcady Itewed {uch ineſtimable : . 
our Nature to his Divine. ale goodneſs towards us, by taking 
DV Rije aTain, to alt nnky, to Die upon the Croſs, to be Buryed, 

0 : me (Ove, and there to' intercede with 
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( 24 ) 
the Father for 1s, and by [ending the Holy Ghs5? to qualifie the A. 
poftles for their great Work of carrying the Word of Salvation 
intothe World : 1 fay we implore him who hath already dons 
ſuch mighty things for our Salvation, and we plead with him 
by that goouneſs which he hath already given us ſuch oreat de. 
monſtrations of , by thoke Wonders of Mercy that he ha, 
wrought for us, that he would now go on to deliver us by his 
powerful Grace from thele Evils which we pray againſt. Ang 
this is ſo reaſonable, ſo devout and afieftionate, fo humble 2nd 
thankful a way of Praying, that I am jorry that any who cal 
chemſelves Believers ſhould be fo ignorant as not to underſtand ir 
or {o prophane and unlike what they pretend to be, as to deride 
it. Though God does not need to be put in mind of his for- 
mer Benefits towards us ; yet it is fit for us to mention them in 
our moſt earneſt Prayers, not only becauſe we are to make 1 
grateful acknowledgment of them to him, but likewiſe, becauſe 
by this means we encourage our felves to ask in Paith ; fince he 
who unaskKd hath done {uch great things tor us, will not fail uy. 
on our earneſt and humble Prayer, which himſlelt aljo hath re 
quired, to give us all other good things that we need, and to 
deliver us from all real evils of which we are in danger. 
[ proceed next to conſider whether there be any jult cauſe to 
find fault with the reading of the Apocryphal Leflonsin ourChurch, 
And, x. It muſt be acknowledged by thoſe who allow the uſe- 
fuolneſs of Sermons and Catechiſing inthe Church, that thoſe Chap- 
ters may be read in the Church, though they are not Divinely 
inſpired Writings, ſince no ſober Man will pretend that the Mi- 
miſter Preaches or Catechiſes by Inſpiration. Put if other good In- 
ſiructions may be read or recited in the Church, befides the 
Word of God it ſelf, Why may not ſome Leſſons out of the 4 
pocryphal Books be read, which contain excellent Rules of good 
Life, and Exhortations and Encouragements to Virtue and Pity; 
eſpecially ſince thoſe Writings were greatly eſteemed by the 
Church in its pureſt Ages, when they and other Humane Wrt 
tings were alſo publickly read, as well as the Holy Scriptures? 
2. If itbe ſaid that thoſe Chapters of Canonical Scripture which 
are omitted in the Calendar, would be more profitably read if- 
ſtead of the Apocryphal Chapters ; it ought allo to be obſerved, 
that the Chapters omitted are thoſe of the old Teſtament, which 
either recite Genealogies, or the Rules of the Levitical Service, 


or which relate Matters of Fac delivered allo in other Foes 


w, ) d | ſtood This ſeems 
d, or which are hard to be underitoou. 2 an 
© Abo for the Churches leaving thoſe to be conſidered at 


home by them that have ability {o to do, and appointing ſome 


| e plain, and in 
Zpocryphal Chapters tO be read, which are more pain, 


> _ leſs 
o& more profitable for the Common P eople : Un 
on etl ſay, gk becauſe the Scripture 15 all of ty _ 
thority, 1t mult be always more profitable to read any part - tha | 
to the People, than to uſe any other Exhortation, Or Tcad an) 
other good Lefſon. And then 1 do not know what place will 
he left for Sermons, fince as I ſaid before, they are no more of 
Divine Authority, than the Apocryphal Leſions. ; 

2. If it be ſaid, that the reading of theſe as Leſſons is a pre- 
vailing Temptation to the Vulgar to take them for God's Ward, 
or to think them equal to the Writings of the Old and New Te- 
{tament: I believe there is no ſufficient ground forthis. I never 
heard of any of our Communion that were led into that miſtake 
It is certain , that our Church declareth thoſe Leſſons to be 
no part of Canonical Scripture , and in the 6th Article faich, 
That they are read for example of Life, and inſtruction of Manners, 
but that it doth not apply them to eftabliſh any Do&rine : And herein 
ihe follows the Judgment and Practice of the Primuive Church, 
which diſtinguiſheth between the Canonicaland Apocryphal Books, 
eltceming thoſe to be of Divine Authority, theſe not fo, but in- 
deed Godly Writings, profitable to be publickly read. And why 
the ſame uſe of them may not be retained with the ſame diſtin- 
ction, I can ice no good Reaſon. For the Church of Rome's re- 
ceiving the Apocryphal Books into her Canon, is not likely to mit- 
lead any of our Communion ; fince we are not {6 forward to 
= their Lanen eh any Matter of Religion. 

ut 11 tne latt place, There is no Apocryphal 1 
our Ckurches aps Lords Day inthe FO IO fn 
this pretenceagainſt Communion with us upon the Lords day,when 
it iS that we do lo earneſtly defire the Communion of thoſe that 
have ſeparated from us. Ang therctgre Ifhall acpreſenc (: 7 
to thoſe Exceptions which are taken from ay es of -lloiryrns 
King way po BE ſome Relations are pretended to be tabu- 
meas "part a eneage me ox graer ongth hm 
gee "=o In DIMIEIT Capableto judge of this Con- 
Gap Ke in om whas Dr Pull ha 

To proceed £01 s Eccleſiaſt. p. I 64. Ec. | 
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ty and Holineſs thereof 1s preferred by the Diſſenters before Al 
other Offices in the Common-Prayer-Book, yet that has nor & 
free from Exception. The Paſlages that ſeem to be diſliked are in 
7. That Petition in the Prayer before Conlecration, That 6, 
fenful Bodies may be made clean by hi Body, end our Souls waſhed by 
his mo#t precious Blood. Herethey lay a diſtin@ efficacy of clean. 
ſing, and a-greater efficacy is attributed to the Blood of Chris 
than to his Body ; inaſmuch as the cleanſing of our Souls is x 
tributed to the Blood of Chriſt, whereas our Bodies are ſaid on- 
ly to be cleanſed by his Body. 

Now in anſwer to this, I ſuppoſe it 1s plain from thoſe Worgs 
at the delivery of the Bread and Wine : The Body of our Lord Je 
fas Chrift which was given for thee, preſerve thy Body and Sou! un; 
everlaſting life. And the Blood of our Lord, &c. It is, I fay,plain 
from hence, that our Church teaches the Sandtification and $3. 
vation of our Souls and Bodies, to flow from the Body as well a; 
the Blood of Chriff. And thereiore that former Paſſage is not to 
be Interpreted, as if our Souls were not cleanſed by the Body 
Chri#}, becauſe they are ſaid to be waihed by his Blood. For the 
ſaying of this does not exclude the other. When the Apolite 
ſaid, We being many are one Bread and one Body, for we are all par 
takers of that one Bread, 1 Cor. 10.17. Though he exprelt only 
the Bread of the Exchari#t, yet no man will ſay he meant to ex- 
clude the Cap, as if the Unity of the Church would be argued 
only from their partaking in that one kind. And when he faid, 
that we have been all made to drink into one ſpirit, 1 Cor. 12, 13. Bs 
meant not to exclude the participation of the Bread, as if that 
one ſpirit which animated the Church, was ſignified only by par- 
taking of the Cup. Nor will any man argue from hence, that 
he attributes a diſtinct efficacy to the Bread, to prove the Unity 
of the Body,and tothe Cup to prove the Unity of the Spirit. mutt 
needs ſay,that this Exception was ſought, but never offeredir(clt 

2. The Miniſters delivering the Elements into every Commu 
nicants hands, with a Form of Words recited to every one 0l 
them at the Diſtribution, is blamed alſo, as being thought a 6 
parture from the Practice of Chriſt at the firſt Inſtitution of the 
Sacrament. For they {ay our Lord's Words were, Take je, E 
ye, Drink ye all of this, and therefore the People are not to tak® 
the Elements one by one out of the Miniſter's hand, nor ought 
any Form of Words to be uſed particularly to every one tnat 1& 
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 ceives, To this I anfwer : 
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7. That it does not appear from thoſe Words, T ake : Poe | "01917 Wi6t: of 

which are ſpoken in the Plural Number, that our SaVIOur ic 3 Wu 

{peak particularly to every One of his Apoſtles Weil yY jp 0dr 

received, or that he did not deliver the Elements pyrite y oP Wil es 5 

cular Mans hand. For the Evangeliſts may well be _ e WWF 

to give a thort account of the Infititution ot C brit, not © "As 7 thee Mal = 

Word he then ſaid, but what was neceſſary to be related. ” WE 

then what might be particularly ſaid or done to every one, woul 1 B 

be {ufficiendy related, in being related as ſpoken or done Gene- OY 

rally ro all. Thar is, it Chriſt had ſaid, Take thou, Eat thou, to _ 60g: B 

rd; every one of them z this were truly relate by the Evangeliſt s, | 1167 FR 
fe who tell us that he had ſaid to all, Take, Eat, &c. And there- 6001 08h ff 
Mig fore I do not ſee how it can be proved, that our Practice varies «4 | A - 
Thy from this Circumſtance of the Inſtitution : Tho, if it did, I ſup- i : 
T poſe it might be as eaſily defended, as the Celebration of the 148 B 
a; | Euchariſt about Dinner time, and not at Supper, which the Dif- Wl Vit E 
© | ſenters themlelves.ſcruple not. But he that thinks not this An- 0,378; B 
of ſwer ſufficient, let him confult the aforeſaid excellent Book of 6 | HE WO 
Ke Dr. Falkner, p. 218. &c. where he ſhall find, that it is indeed © oof Vit are. i 
= | more probable that our way 1s agreeable to the way of the Firſt "P44c-) hb; BM 
bf Inſticution in this Matter, than chat which the Diſlenters would | | "i BY 
Bo have inſtead of ic. Bur for their ſakes who may not have that WTI -þ J 
K--] Book by them, I ſhall add out of it, another anſwer which I {417 10 BY 
i think may farisfie a Reaſonable Man. Suppoſing then that the Mm 8 
K-4 Evangeliſes did not relate the Matter Summarily, but as diſtin&ly i B 
: as the Words were ſpoken by our Saviour. Yer, | if, : 
at 2 * Oar Saviour allo Commanded his Diſciples, At. 28. 19. (0h : 
T- .. teach all Nations, Baptizing them in. the Name of the Fa- O-- 
It | A ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : But will any 0 -- 
F--] _ Chriſtian think it hence deducible, That where divers Perſons, 0-- 
bt 4 je) odor ang to bz Baptized together,the Solemn Words +3 6.10 B 
= * 7 Baptizing them 1m the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of Mit Wl ; ii E 
|» ._ the Holy Gho#t, may not lawfully be expreiſed leverally to e- {00 BW 
; , My dogedy And if the Baptilmal Form of Words may be nr : 1 : 
/ E Cn ny ang ry 230 PIs applied to every Per- i ly 5 
f * ſtjans, there A be Real a nigh, gy ebony 370k i 
: ec] I - C no Kealon why the like may not be al- 19/5, oY te 
- _ lowed in the Lord's Supper. Wherefore the Practiſe | 10! 
: * Church herein, ; M Frcs of cur el NY 
3 i5 No Way run[utable to the Inſtitution of Chris : 1%. hy" W 

or the Nature of the Sacrament : and the Alterac: 3 ' | Hi $ 

* would be for f 4A 3 and the Alteration of it 5,0 Bj 

| e 10r the worſe, and to the ah: he Sol 44 2,08 B 
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There remains but two more particular Exceptions whic, 
think nezaful to take notice of, and thoie are in the Office ; 
Baptiſm. And the firit 1 mean, 15, -0 
1. That all Baptized Infants are fuppoled to be Repenerated 
of which, as ſome fay, we cannot be certain. ) 
But I deſire thoſe that ſay fo, to conhider if the Scripture do; 
nat attribute to Baptiim, as much as the Liturgze does, We Hi 
faid by Baptiſm to be made, Members of Ghrift's Body, p, ,, 
Spirit we are all Baptized into one Body, 1 COr. 12.13. And, j, 
Baptized into Chrift, and to put on Chriit, Gal. 3. 25. and he thy 
7s im Chrift js a new Creature. And to be Baptized for the Remiſjn 


of Sins, A&ts 2. 38. Baptiſm 1s alſo called rhe waſhing of Regency, 


tion, Tit. 3. 5. Now it it be made a Queſtion, Whether Infan; 
are Regererated in Baptiſm 3 che Queltion at laſt muſt come tg 
this': Whether they are Qualiaed to become Members of Chr?” 
Body, to be admitted into God's Covenant, to receive Pardon of 
Original Sin, and to become New Creatures, gaining that State by 
Grace, which they could not have by Natare? AndIdonot fee, 
that any but Anabaptiſts can deny this. For they that contend, as 
we do, that Infants are capable of Baptiſm, muſt not deny them 
to be qualified for this Grace of Baptiſm, unleſs they will mak: 
the Ordinance and Promiſes of God to be of none ette towards 
them. Now if Infants do by Baptzſmz gain Remiſſion of Sin, and 
are made Members of Chrift ; they are Repenerated and Born anew, 
If they do not gain this by it, what does their Baptiſm ſignifie? Or 
what benefit can they be ſuppoled to have by it, if they die in the 
Infancy,more than ifthey had not been Baptiz'dat all? Thisisthe 
only means of Salvationthey can have. And thoſeexpreffionsot the 
Scripture above recited, with many more, will juſtifie our Church, 
which ſuppoſes that this means will be effectual, fo long as they 
are capable of none other, and therefore ought to. be conſidered 


' by thoſe that make it to be of none eitect. 


I ſhall only add, That this had been thought a ſtrange Queſii- 
on in the Ancient Ghurch, Whether Infants were Regenerated 0) 
Baptiſm, when the Pelagians, whole caule led them to Geny iT, Ye: 


durſt not do it direftly, bzcauſe they knew ir would not b2&- 


dured ; and therefore they confeſſed that Infants were to be bap 


tiz'd, to qualifie them for the Kingdom of Heaven, but not 10 
the Remiſjon of Sin. So that they themſelves ſcemed to acxnow: 
ledge the faving effect of Baptiſm to Infants ; though as df. £# 
fm often ſhewed them, they contradicted themſelves by i0 do- 


ing, 


( 29 ) Our 
durſt do no otherwile, becauſe the Doarine of 
ainſt them in this matter, and every 

that I remember St. Auſtin lome- 
that the Pelagians would have COMC 


: nifted 
to the point, "5 _ arfondige.« je = Mer 4g% 
: thing at all to their Salvation, any Hy : "@ 
— - Tp but that they were afraid __—— 5 ga es 
f thoſe Children would eve: YWAe '& Feproaci cm 5 IE 
Oo | a oF 2 Office of Bapti{m, is this, 

The other Objection againſt the C NS lake ae 
That the Godfathers and Godmothers, that an{wer for In : wy 
not their Parents or Guardians, but others, who _—_ t xe & 
no Authority to Covenant or At m their Names. In antwer to whiC 
] ſhall omit ſeveral things that might be ſaid, and content my 
{elf with theſe two things, which I think may be {ufficient. 

rt. That in all caſes where the Sureties are procured by the Pa- 
rents, there they have Authority to Covenant behalt ot tae In- 
fant ; and this the Obje&ors muſt granc, I think, upon cheir 
own Principles: fince they contend that Parents or Pro-parents 
are fitteſt to act in behalf of the Baprized Infants, as having Au- 
thority fo to do, fince they have the Power to diſpoſe of their 
Education afterward. For then the Sureties which are by them 
prevailed with to ſtand for their Children, have at leaſt all that 
Authority which the Parents can give them. And this is ſuffici- 
ently known to be the caſe with us. And this is that which the 
Ghurch might well ſuppoſe, viz. that the Sureties, which con- 
tract with the Church in the Infants Name, would be procured 
by the Parents ; ſo that the Parents ContraQting in behalf of the 
Intant,is includedinthe Undertaking of the Sureties:whoalthou oh 
they are required by the Church to anſwer for the Infant, yet 
are they {uppoled to be Autboriz/d by its Parents alſo, fo to do.. 

2. The good Deſign of this Order and Appointment in the 
Church ought to be contivered, which is not the leſs, for the 
fault of Men, and the looſeneſs of theſe times, does often defear 


it. For hereby the Church taketh greater ſecurity, that the In- 
tant ſhall be Eoght UP 1N } 


' 
ins. But they 
the Church was ſo plainly ag 
Believer was fo letled 1n 1t, 
where ſpeaks to this purpole, 


the care of the Parents, which is in efe& promiſed, and may be 
more reaſonably ret; 

on the account of that Natural Action 
cularly concerned ; beſides this, 1 ſay, 


Upation laid upon others alſo, to | 


which makes them parti- 
| there is a Particular Ob- 
ee that the Infant þ2 to Educa. 
ted, 


| the Knowledge and Practice of thar 
Holy Covenant into which it is Baptiz'd: In as much as beſides 


y Aupon without their own Solemn Ac, up- 
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ted, as much as in them lies. In caſe the Parents ſhould dye hs 
fore the Child is grown to years of Diſcretion, the Surerſes 


then more particularly Obliged to look to their <hry 


child, that he be put into a way of Learning and doing his Dur 
If they ſhould not die before, but be remiſs, the Sureties have Aj. 
thority to come to them and Admoniſh them of their Duty, ang 
to let them know, that ſince themſelves were deſired by them ty 
undertake for this Child, they as {uch Sureties are particularly 
concerned to mind the Parents of their Daty, and if need be 
rebuke them ſharply for negle&ting it 3 ſince they did in effec, ang 
to all purpoſe of Obligation undertake for the pertormance of i; 
when the Sureties undertook for the Child. Moreover, whey 
the Child s grown to years of Knowledge, and come abroad intothe 
World, he zs liable to the charitable Admonitions of his Suretigs 
as well as of his Parents, incaſe he does amils, and theirReproot; 
are more likely to take place, than thoſe of moſt other Perſpns, 
Now, though all Chriſtians, as Members of one Body are to take 
care of, and to watch over one another, yet {ome are more par- 
ticularly Obliged, and have greater Advantages to do thole 
Works of Spiritual Charity than others. And I appeal toallcon- 
ſidering men, if Sureties at Baptiſm, may not with great Autho- 
rity, and with likelyhood of good effect, reprove both tholz 
Negligent Parents and Unruly Children for whom they have under: 
raken to the Church. The Parents for not minding to educate 
cheir Children in the knowledge and keeping of the Baptiſmal 
Vow ; or the Children for not hearkening to good Admonition. 


And in this Age when the Duty of Ghriftian Reproof is ſo ge 


nerally omitted ; it were well if the defe& were this way a little 


{upplied. Bur it is by no means defireable that the opportunity 


thereof, and the obligation thereunco ſhould be raken away. | 


know ſome will be apt to ſay, that this is but rarely practiſed, 
But that i5no ſufficient Anſwer to what I have ſaid. For when we 
uſe to judge of the goodneſs of a Rule or Cuſtom by the good 
that comes of obſerving it, wemuſt look where 'tis kept, thougd 
it be kept but by few, and not where *tis broken. And it ts 
Ditſencers have nothing to ſay againſt the ule of Sureties, butthat 
the end of this appointment is ſeldom regarded, themſelves ma) 
help to remove this Objetion, by returaing to the Church, and 
encreafingthe number of thoſe that do purſue the Endof it- And 
thus doing they ſhall havethe benefit of this Order of the Churc®, 
and the Church the benefit of their good Examples. | 
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As for the uſe of the Interrogatorics put - wy a_ Lorn om 

laration of what bapti 1 ODb- 

Anfivers, they are 2 Solemn Dec pri = 

lige all Baptizd Perſons to, and that Infants do ſtand ingagod __ n 

©m che Yow of Baptiſm , when they ſhall come to x iy po 

knowledge. This is the Known Meaning of the Contract, nor NN - 
hear of any that otherwiſe :1nderſtood it ; and tRereiore 1 Ie 


why it ſhould be ſaid to be Lable to m1 underſtanding. 


After all, there isone General Objection yet remaining which Fill 
prevails with ſome Perſons, and that 15, That ſome of our Prayers 
are to be found in the Maſs-Book, and the Brevzary, and the Offices 0)! 
the Church of Rowe. This Objection hath made a great noe, but 
] appeal to Underſtanding Men, 1t there be any (enſe in it. 

No man will ſay , that *ris enough to make any Prayer, Or 
Form of Devorion or Inſtruction anlawful to be uſed, chat the 
fame is to be found in the Maſs Book , BC. For then the 
Lord's Prajzer , the Pſalms, and a great part of the Scriptures 
beſides;, and the Creeds muſt never be uſed by us. And there- 
fore whether any part of the Roman Service is to be uſed by us or 
nor, muſt be judged of by fome other Rule, that 15 by the 
Word of God. So that 'tis a vain Exception againſt any part of 
our Licurgie, to ſay it 20.45 taken out of the Maſi-Book, unleſs it could 
be ſhewn withal, that ic is ſome part of the Roman Superſtition. Þ 
know it has been faid, that the Scriptures being of neceilary uſe are 
to be retained by us, though the Church of Rome retains them ; 
Jay's that _. iO "_ ag ſame Reaſon for Forms which are not ne: 
ceſlary ; bur On hs. 
ever LM ron Ms notches are cd bag > Dow To hos 
that may happen to ze in comin dmg <3 mala Langer 
7 g to0 nearthem, lies in things where- 
in they do ll, not in which they do well. And as for the Papi 
themſelves, we do not in the leaſt countenance them wherein Lg , 
aro wrong, by agreeing with them wherein they are risht. And 4 
tor the Things themſelves, they are not the w Be Es x; EIS 
them. Weſhould allow the Paviſts a dog, , ps _ oy 

L rw Pts A greater FOwer to do milchie 
As ans, Þ eheir uſing of ſome good things ſhould render 
: us. IheCalein jhoitisthis, When or 
;1ixdourgh were intent upon the Reformation of the Liturs; en a 
a 2. > | : e& LAitur91e Jew 
(4. 00s CHE 5 o alithole corrunt Additions, which = Fan 
Snot of the inrch of Rowe had long ſince brought inrd {as 
and torctain nothing but what was ; 6 nce Drought into It. 
and to the practice of the va agrecabletothe Holy Scriptures, 
they did Fike wife Mer Ai © ges of the Church. And in this 
> PCcAUIe us it would be evident to all thc: 
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World,that they Reformed upon juſt and neceflary-Reaſons,and not 
meerly out of a defire of Change and. Innovation ; ſince they pur. 
ged the Forms of Divine Service, from nothing but Innovation; 


| and Corruprions, and an unprofitable croud of Ceremonies. Ng 


man can ſhew a good Reaſon why thoſe patiages in the Common- 

Prayer-Book, which are to be found in the 2af-Bock, but which 

were uſed alſo by the Church before Rowaniſm lad Corrupted it, are 

not as much to be valued becauſe they were once uled by good Chri. 
ſtians,as to be run down becauſe they have been ſince uſed by Super. 

{ſfirious and Idolatrous Men. But to conclude this Matter, if any 
man would ſet himſelf toexpoſe the Maſſ-Book, he would I ſuppoſe 
lay hold upon nothing but the Corruptions that are 1n 1t, and chirgs 
that are obnoxious to juſt reproof ; noton things that are juitifab!; 
and may eaſily be defended. And the reaſon of this is plain, becauſe 
the Maf-Book is to blame for thoſe parts of it only, but not for the, 
Now for fuch paſſages as the Mafs-Book it {elf is not to be blamed 
for, neither is our Liturgie to be blamed, if we will {peak juſtly of 
things, and without Prejudice and Pafhon. 

TI have now conſidered all thoſe Exceptions againlt the Solzmn 
Service of God by our Liturgie, which the Ditlenters are thoughtto 
inſt moſt upon. Not but that fome other Exceptions have been 
made by the Miniſters of that Perſuaſion : But chis 1 hope was 
without deſign to prejudice the People againft our Communion, bur 
rather to gain ſome alterations, which in their Judgment would 
have been advantageous to the Book of Common-Prayer, and gen 
it a greater perfection ; whether they were right in this or not, | 
will not now diſpute ; being very defirous, as I pray God we may 
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all be, to avoid Controverſies in this matter as much as may De. . 


Nay, I b&lieve thoſe Prejudices of the Lay-Difſlenters againſt the 
Common-Prayer,which Thaveendeavoured to remove, have wrought 
in them a greater averſion to it, than the beſt Divines oi that way 
intended ; (I ſhould be very ſorry to find my ſelf miſtaken in this) 
And this conſiderationwas ſome encouragement to me to give atrue 
account of thoſe rhings they ſeemed to diflike moſt of all. 

Which I have endeavoured upon the plain grounds of Reaſon and 
Scripture,almoſt wholly avoiding Appeals to other Church Ant1quit),n0: 
but that great regard isto be had of it ; and that we can detend our 
ſelves by it ; but becauſe they are very few in compariſon who ail 
qualified to examine this kind of Argument. And the like I fay 
of the concurrence of other Reformed Churches with us ia tho 
things that are diſliked. 
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As for the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, it 1s FR ng Ss 
art of Worſhip, or a Sacrament of Maw's making. Ine © wy Boe 
bich ' has been {o plainly ſhewn inlate Diſcourſes, that unleis L a | 
called tO give an account of 1t, 1 cannot think fit to ou” TP oY 1 
this Diſpute. Bur I heartily delice our Brethren Q pr | - bs 
that thoagh the uſe of this Ceremony were not ba Ie tO _ 
2d as | think it is, yet that 1T 15 NO Condition of © orga n, 
caule the People are — required to Sign with the Sign ON the -Uros, 
at the Miniſter Only. 7 
a rt Ba ; the Communion of the Holy Table, me 15 - 
deed every Communicants Ad, but of this you may Cxpect 2 Mit 
courſe f:9m another Hand, which I hope will give {atisfaction to 
all Sober Perſons, that are yet unſatisfied about 1c. 


And now | intreat all thoſe of the Diflenting Party, into whole 
Hands theſe, Papers ſhall fall, that chey wonld ſeriouſly conlider, 
whether it bz fic to venture the Guilt of Schiſm, and the jad Con{e- 
guerces of it, likely to come to pals, upon ſuch Srounus 45 thete : 
Let us at length conlule for the Honour of this Age with Poſtericy; 
who will ſtand amazed to find a Separation of Proteſtants rom this 
Church, carried on.ſo long upon fo little occaſion given, and {ſuch 
weak ObjeRions lo ſtrongly infiſted upon, as to build an oppoſite 
Communion upon them. Let us Conſult the Honeur and the Safer 
of the Reformation, and no longer ſuffer ic to be expoſed to ſcorn 
and danger, to be Laught at, and Diſgraced by the Papifts, our Gan- 
gerous Enemies always, but never more dangerous than now. If 
the Diſſentersare not yer convinced, that the wide breach they have 
mas in the Communion of Protef ants,. willcertainly let in Popery, 
if it benor prevented by atimzly cloſing with the Church of England: 
Nothing remains but to wait till they are convinced by the laſt Ex- 
tremiry. 1can take nv comtorr. in being afſuredthat at laſt they will 
believe ir, when, alas! it will be to no purpoſe to believe ir. I be- 
{eech them to conſider, whether we are likely to be uniced in an 
other Communion , but that of the Church of England, as itis by 
Law Eftablifhed ; an whether ſo little accounc ought to be made of | 
Law and Authority, as to ſay that our Governours may as well. 


_ down to then, by torbearing to require what they diſſike « 
* 9 oy _— u> to the Law, by doing what it requires, Will our: 
a | bar l he wantonnels ? Will ſuch Expreffions confilt with our 
oh Y þ 5 eech mem by what is moſt dear to tnem, by the Ho- 

ur 91 Goa, and the, Love of Chriſt, and the Care of their ow 
Souls, and the Charity they hav k tha © en 4 ona ab 
* FNCY Have lor the Souls of other Men, that 
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ger, andall Paſſions that obſtruct a clear Judgment of 


| | A 

1907. 
they will take pains with thermſelves to lay aſide Prejudice, and Ay. 

- "N85 that | 

have been diſputed among{t us, and that they would confide; Im. |+ 
partially what we have ſaid, as in the fight of God who knower) 
the Hearts of Men. Can they propound tothemſelves more _ 
ficial Deſigns, that to check the Prophaneneſs and Atheiſm which 
in this laſt Age hath been {o much complained of, than to reftore I 
ſome meaſure the Ancient Diſcipline of the Church for the ex, 
ding of vicious Men from the Communion of the Faithful, than 
tranſmit the Profeflion of the tree Religion Eftabliſhe among uz 
down to their Poſterity ? The moſt eftectual means by which they | 
can contribute to all thoſe good Ends, 1s to return heartily and y 
nanimouſly to the Communion of rhe Chutch England; all ther: 
Sons whereof are ready to receive them with open Arms, with joy 
and thankfulneſs to God, and to them, ior the good they will & i; 
and themſelves by it. But as for them, that tor Worldly and Cor- 
rupt Intereſts, encourage and ſupport the preſent Separation from 
this Church, 1 cannot expoſtulate with them 1n this manner, fince | 
ſuch Men havenot the tear of God before them, and tisimpoſkble 
they ſhould be touched with tenderneſs for the Concerns of Reli- 
gion, - while they continue as they are. AI thall ſay to them is, 
That when that great day of Judgment comes, which they of all | 
Men have molt reaſon to be afraid of, then all the diſmai conlz- | 
quences of this Schiſm which are likely to happen, will be fully | 
required at their hands to be fure ; whilft thoſe that in meer Igno- | 
rance and Miſtake have contributed to them, {hall have an caſter 
Account to give, eſpecially if they have taken pains to inform them | 
{elves better. 

What good Effect our Applications to Men will have we canno: 
ſay ; but if it ſhall appear thar they are not yer prepared tor In 
{truction ; we have the more reaſon to turn our felves to God by 
earneſt Prayer, that he would pleaſe ro open the Underftandings0 
the ſimple, and to detect the ill Defigns of diſhoneſt Men and © 
enable us tobring forth more and better Fruits of Repentance, _ 
whatever: happens to this Church, it may nt be forſaken of 65 F* 
wVour end Projection, Amen. 
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